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Introduction to Maranatha Milestones 

Without a map or a GPS, it’s easy to get lost – 

especially if you are entering into unfamiliar 

or unknown places for the first time. Out on 

the hiking trail, cairns mark a hiker’s progress 

and serve as trail markers, letting you know 

that you are on the right path. Tools and trail 

markers are essential as they guide and direct 

you to your final destination. 

Maranatha Milestones seek to become some 

of the essential tools that parents and 

guardians can use to guide and direct their 

children in their personal journey of faith. 

Like a map or GPS, the Milestones paint a broad picture and give a lay of the land. Like a cairn on the 

trail, the individual Milestone markers help to keep your children on the path. 

Beginning with God’s work in your children through baptism, these fourteen events are designed to 

recognize and celebrate the spiritual growth and development of your children, laying a lasting 

foundation of faith that is firmly grounded in Jesus Christ.  

Milestone events will be offered once each year. Some events, such as the receiving of a Bible in second 

grade, will occur during the same season each year. Other events, such as the fifth and sixth grade 

service projects, will be offered once during the year as various opportunities present themselves. As 

always, the dates for the Milestone events will be published well in advance so that each child and their 

parents can attend the event together.  
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Why Are These Milestones Important?  

Losing My Religion 
If you’ve ever looked around the sanctuary on a Sunday morning and wondered, “Where are all the 

college kids and young families?” you would not be alone. In the last decade, thousands of pastors, 

churches, and researchers have asked that same question. And the results are staggering. A recent 

survey from Lifeway1 said that, nationwide, 2 out of every 3 students (66%) who are active in church 

during their high school years do not attend church during college and into their mid-20s. Think of that! 

If we apply those statistics to our own congregation, it means that only 1 out of every 3 students that 

graduate from Maranatha will continue to attend church during or after college. The same study showed 

that many of those students will even lose their faith during their college years. This is a sobering reality. 

Our Good Shepherd Searches for the One 
There is hope, however. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is still powerful and effective, able to soften even the 

hardest of hearts. We trust the Lord’s promise in Isaiah 55 that His Word “will not return to Him empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which He purposes and shall succeed in the thing for which He sent it” 

(Isaiah 55:11). We trust that the students who have attended Maranatha have heard the Gospel and it is 

planted deep within their heart. Even if a student has walked away from Him, they will never stop being 

loved by the Lord. Our Good Shepherd will leave the ninety-nine in the field and relentlessly pursue the 

one lost sheep (Matthew 18:12-14). He will continue to generously spread His Word (and His love!) on 

the road, the rocks, and the weeds (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23). There is hope, even for the most prodigal 

of sons and daughters! 

The Church Can’t Do It Alone 
Therefore, at Maranatha, we take seriously our mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ as we wait for 

His return.” We aim to make disciples of even the youngest children and foster within them a deep love 

for the Lord, a love which has been anchored in His love for them.  

But the church cannot do this task alone. We need help. We need to partner with parents to make 

lasting disciples of Jesus Christ and to create a firm faith-walk in their children. 

The Most Significant Influences 
It might sound surprising, but the most significant influences on students staying in the church and in 

the faith during their college years is their parents. Yes, you read that right. In his book Church+Home, 

Mark Holmen2 cites a survey of the “Most Significant Religious Influences” of junior and senior high 

students. The results were surprising. They were asked to pick the top five most significant influences in 

their lives. The number one, most significant religious influence in a student’s life: Mom! And the second 

most significant religious influence: Dad! Parents are vital in shaping the faith-walk of children and 

students. Here are some selected responses from that survey: 

  

 
1 https://lifewayresearch.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/ 
2 Mark Holman, Church+Home, page 31.  
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Mainline Protestant Youth: Most Significant Religious Influences3 

 Grade Gender 

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th M F 

Bible 35 30 27 23 16 26 24 25 

Youth Leader 25 25 32 33 33 34 30 30 

S. S. Teacher 29 27 17 23 20 23 26 21 

Church Camp 23 30 26 25 23 23 20 28 

Friends 22 24 28 25 31 31 22 29 

Father 61 51 55 49 57 51 61 50 

Mother 87 75 77 72 75 75 81 74 

 

Partnering with Parents 
Parents are significant in the spiritual formation of their children. That is why these Milestone events 

seek to get parents and their children engaged in activities together: reading Scripture, worshipping the 

Lord, serving our neighbor. These Milestones aren’t just simply trite achievements that occur during the 

year; these are training and equipping workshops for parents as they take the mantle of spiritual 

leadership within their home. Marjorie Thompsons summarize it well: 

“For all their specialized training, church professionals realize that if a child is not 

receiving basic Christian nurture in the home, even the best of teachers and 

curriculum will have minimal impact. Once-a-week exposure simply cannot compete 

with daily experience where personal formation is concerned.”4 

 

  

 
3 “Mainline Protestant Youth” means CC, ELCA, PCUSA, UCC, UMC. If the AFLC were to be surveyed, we could hope 
that the Bible and the FLY Convention would rank higher!  
4 Marjorie Thompson, The Family as Forming Center, p 26. 
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Christian Baptism 

This represents one of the first opportunities for a pastor to meet with parents about 

God’s work of faith in the heart of their child and to encourage their active role in 

nurturing that faith. During the Baptism Ceremony, the family will receive a gift from 

the congregation of a Bible Story book, along with a certificate of baptism. Parents 

will also receive materials related to Maranatha’s Milestones and Cradle Roll. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
In Scripture, we read that God gives the gift of faith 

in baptism (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:17), makes 

the baptized a part of His family (1 Corinthians 

12:12-13; Galatians 5:25-27), and forgives and 

cleanses us of sin (Titus 3:5-6; Colossians 2:10-11).  

The baptism of an infant into God’s family presents 

an opportunity for the pastor and the parents to 

discuss God’s work in the child’s heart and then to 

encourage the parents to foster and to grow that 

gift of faith. It is the confession of our church that 

this gift of faith can be lost or neglected if it is not 

nurtured in the Word of God and prayer.  

Who is involved? 
In each baptism, God is present, bestowing His gifts. The child (or one being baptized, regardless of age) 

is receiving God’s gifts. The pastor, parents, sponsors, and the congregation all have important roles.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The child simply receives God’s gifts. The parents agree to teach and to train their child in the faith and 

to “instruct them in the word of God and nurture them in the fear and love of the Lord.” It is the 

sponsors (or godparents) responsibility to encourage the child’s parents, pray for them, assist them in 

the spiritual welfare of the child and to see that they are given instruction in the faith. On the day of the 

baptism, the congregation agrees to pray for the child and their parents. The pastor conducts the 

baptism and gives the parents the storybook Bible and other related material.  

The pastor and parents should meet together ahead of the baptism to discuss this special day.  

When does it occur? 
The baptism of a child should occur as soon as is feasibly possible during a morning worship service.  
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ל ֵ֑ ָרא  ע ִישְׁ ַ֖ מ   שְׁ

A Family Home Visit 

Are devotions important for toddlers? How much do they even remember? This 

session aims to encourage parents in the significance of a pattern of prayers during 

meals, and a regular habit of Bible story and prayer at bedtime. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
In His Word, the Lord God has charged the family unit (and fathers in particular as the spiritual head of 

the household) with the responsibility to lead and to teach their family the faith. Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 

the great Shema, makes that abundantly clear: 

“Hear (Shema), O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 

command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 

shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates.” (ESV; added emphasis) 

One way this Shema is observed is through the regular practice of family devotions. During a personal 

home visit, the pastor will encourage fathers (and all families!) to engage in this vital habit. But often, it 

is hard. Kids are tired, wiggly, and easily bored. And parents are overwhelmed, exasperated, and not 

even sure if anything is registering with their kids! 

Who is involved? 
The Senior or Associate Pastor will schedule a time to meet individually with the family.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The pastor will supply a list of suggested devotional material and a suggested format to follow. Families 

are encouraged to make a regular practice of family devotions, even if the first few times are a disaster! 

God’s word does not return void - and you will get better at this!  

When does it occur? 
This Milestone will occur throughout the year, as it works into the schedules of the pastors and the 

families.  
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Cradle Roll Graduation 

During one of our Sunday morning Worship services in the early fall, we have the 

Cradle Roll Graduation. This serves as an introduction to Sunday School for the three-

year old’s who will be attending Sunday School for the first time. Parents, children, 

and the Sunday School teacher have an opportunity to connect and discuss the 

partnership between church and home. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
Sunday School is an important time in the lives of children. But starting down that path can be daunting 

- even for the most intrepid of children! Cradle Roll Graduation marks the child's entry into the Sunday 

School program. It serves as a stepping stone, allowing parents to accompany their child to Sunday 

School for the first time.  

Who is involved? 
The three-year old is the star of this show! As they are now able to attend Sunday School for the first 

time, their parents are encouraged to accompany them and to join in on the first lesson - or the first few 

lessons. They will have an opportunity to meet and connect with the Sunday School teacher for the first 

time.  

During the Worship Service, the Cradle Roll Secretary will share a Children’s Sermon with our three-year 

olds on this important step.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Sunday School teacher will remind parents of the importance of engaging with their children each 

week following the Sunday School lesson. The child’s take-home papers will help to facilitate those 

discussions.  

Parents, please ask questions of your children! “Who did you learn about today?” What was the story 

about?” These questions will help to begin the dialogue with your three-year old - and yes, meaningful 

conversations with a three-year old – are possible! 

When does it occur? 
This Milestone takes place on Rally Sunday, the opening of the Sunday School year, during the Worship 

Service and the Sunday School hour.  
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Kindergarten – The Gospel 

The Gospel is the most important story that has ever been told! In this session, the 

Gospel message of God's love for us, demonstrated by His sending of His Son, Jesus, 

to die for us will be clearly shared, and parents will be given tools to help share this 

message with their children. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
The Gospel is the most important story that we can convey. It is the story of the extravagant love of 

God, as He sent His one and only Son – Jesus Christ – to dwell with His fallen, sinful creation. Jesus lived 

a perfect life, taught people of God’s love, demonstrated His power and divinity through miracles, was 

ultimately crucified on a cross, taking upon Himself the sin of the world. After His death, however, He 

was raised to life, victorious over sin, death, and the devil. He has ascended to the Father’s right hand, 

where He is ruling and reigning until He comes in glory again.  

It is a glorious message, yet many Christians struggle to communicate it clearly. In this session, parents 

will be given tools to help share this message with their children.  

Who is involved? 
The Senior Pastor, along with the Kindergarten Sunday School teacher, will present the Gospel message 

in an engaging, interactive way to the children and their parents.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Senior Pastor and the Kindergarten Sunday School teacher will compile and distribute tools, such 

as handouts, Gospel tracts, Evange-Cubes, etc) to parents and encourage parents to continue to share 

the story with their children.  

When does it occur? 
This milestone will occur on a Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour, in late February or early 

March, coinciding with the beginning of Lent.  
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First Grade – Worship 

At Maranatha, we gladly welcome squirmy, wiggly, and noisy children to be a part of 

our worship services! In this session, children (and parents!) will be introduced to the 

importance of worship – both at church and at home. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
At some churches, children are separated from their parents as soon as they enter the building! 

Although they won’t say it, those churches view children as a nuisance who are only able to attend “big 

people church” when they are old enough to sit still. 

Not so at Maranatha! Here, we encourage families to worship together, even if your child is squirmy and 

wiggly!  

Yet, it is sometimes difficult if your child starts to make “too much noise” and you may begin to feel 

judged by others around you.  

Who is involved? 
The Associate Pastor and First Grade Sunday School teacher will lead parents and children in a session 

dedicated to introducing the importance of worshipping together on Sunday mornings and every day of 

the week.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Associate Pastor will unpack the 

importance of worship and worshiping 

together, as well as providing some 

practical tips to help children (and 

parents!) make it through the service.  

When does it occur? 
This milestone will occur on a Sunday 

morning during the Sunday School hour, 

probably towards the beginning of the 

school year, in late September. 

  



9 

 

Second Grade – Scripture 

Maranatha gives a Bible to each of our second graders during a Worship Service in 

October. Parents and students will have the opportunity to meet with the pastor and 

their Sunday School teacher to highlight the treasure of God’s Word and familiarize 

themselves with the Bible and the various helps and resources that are a part of the 

Bible they have received. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
“Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path,” writes the Psalmist. The Bible is the single 

most important book ever to be written. It is a magnificent story, telling us all about God’s love for us, 

and how He demonstrated by His sending His Son, Jesus, to die for us.  

But the Bible can be a daunting book! Where do I start reading? How do I find things in my Bible? What 

do all these numbers in between these words mean? This Milestone event will help children (and 

parents!) begin to navigate the Bible for themselves so they can personally discover God’s Word.  

Who is involved? 
The Second Grade Sunday School Teacher, along with the Senior Pastor, will lead this Milestone, which 

is aimed at getting children and their parents in God’s Word together.  

What is required of each 

one involved?  
The Second Grade Sunday 

School Teacher and the 

Senior Pastor will create a 

session that will highlight 

the importance of God’s 

Word, and will help to 

familiarize children and 

their parents with the 

various helps and 

resources contained in 

their new Bible, as well as 

making sense of the basics 

of navigating around the 

Bible.  

We’ll be asking parents to write a personal note in the new Bible ahead of time, thanking God for the 

child and encouraging them as they grow in the grace and strength of the Lord.  

When does it occur? 
This milestone will occur on a Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour, in early October.  
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Third Grade – Prayer 

In tandem with the Third Grade Sunday School curriculum, third graders and their 

parents will be encouraged to grow in their public and private prayer lives, as we 

learn to pray for self and for others. The model for prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, will be 

unpacked in this session. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
The old Norwegian pastor, Ole Hallesby, 

once wrote: “Prayer is the breath of the 

soul.” Prayer is as vital to the Christian life 

as breathing. And for believers, prayer 

should be just as natural as breathing! And 

nobody – not even a third grader – is too 

young to begin to deepen their prayer life. 

Our Heavenly Father loves it when we are 

able to come to Him in prayer.  

Yet, praying can be intimidating. I’m not a 

pastor, I can’t pray! What if I say the wrong 

words? Is God even listening? 

Who is involved? 
Children and their parents will be encouraged to participate in this session led by the Senior Pastor (or 

second-year Confirmation teacher) and the Third Grade Sunday School Teacher.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Senior Pastor (or second-year Confirmation teacher), along with the Third Grade Sunday School 

Teacher, will put together a lesson that introduces the importance of prayer and encourages family 

prayer times. The prayer that our Lord Jesus taught us, the Lord’s Prayer, will be used as an example for 

how we are to pray. 

Parents will be encouraged, if they are not already, to begin regular prayer times with their children and 

families. 

When does it occur? 
This milestone will occur on a Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour, in late November.  
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Fourth Grade – What I Believe 

In connection with the Fourth Grade Sunday School curriculum, parents and students 

will discuss “the faith once delivered to all the saints” (Jude 3) by using the Apostles’ 

Creed. The Creed, which has been confessed by believers from the second century on, 

unites us with fellow believers across both time and space. We will witness the Creed 

being confessed by believers who live in Jinja, Uganda; Campo Largo, Brazil; and 

Honolulu, Hawaii. We are not alone in our faith! 

Why is this Milestone important?  
Each week at Maranatha, we confess what we believe using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. This 

Creed has been used by Christians for centuries to confess their faith. But as it happens so often, these 

words can become rote and habit, and (unfortunately) can lose their meaning for us. 

However, the Apostles’ Creed is a beautiful confession that unites believers across both time and space. 

As believers confess their faith using these familiar words, they are joined with other believers - whether 

they live in Glyndon or Glasgow, Minnesota or Mongolia; whether it is 2020 or 1620 or 820 AD.  

Who is involved? 
The Associate Pastor (or Junior Confirmation Teacher) and the Fourth Grade Sunday School Teacher 

will lead this informative session for children and parents. 

What is required of each one involved?  
The Associate Pastor will collect videos from AFLC Missionaries as their congregations and the 

missionaries themselves confess their faith using the Apostles’ Creed. The videos will be compiled and 

edited to make a high-quality video that can be used for many years to come. 

The Associate Pastor, along with the Fourth Grade Sunday School Teacher, will put together a lesson 

that highlights the importance of the Apostles’ Creed and breaks it down into bite-sized pieces for 

fourth graders and their parents. Fourth graders will also be encouraged to memorize the Apostles’ 

Creed, if they have not done so already. 

When does it occur? 
This milestone will occur on a Sunday morning during the Sunday School hour, in February. 
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Fifth & Sixth Grade – Service 

In service to Christ and community, our fifth and sixth grade students and parents will 

have the opportunity to participate in a service project together. Service 

opportunities vary by year. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
The Bible encourages us to be “doers of the Word, and 

not hearers only” (James 2:23). In this Milestone, 

parents and children are welcomed to work shoulder-

to-shoulder as we serve our local neighbors within our 

community, demonstrating to them the love of Christ 

in a real, tangible way.  

Who is involved? 
While this event, organized by the Associate Pastor, is 

geared specifically towards students in Fifth and Sixth 

Grades and their parents, we would encourage 

participation from the whole family, if the event and 

opportunity allow.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Associate Pastor will organize a service event (or 

join an existing event) and all pertinent details, while 

encouraging families to attend and serve. Parents and 

students are encouraged to be active, engaged 

participants, serving their neighbor - and the Lord - 

side-by-side. 

When does it occur? 
Because of the nature of this Milestone, the dates will 

vary as opportunities arise.  

Some possibilities include: The Feed My Starving 

Children MobilePack event, held in early February; or 

a Fall / Spring Clean Up Day for members of 

Maranatha.  
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Seventh Grade – Confirmation  

Parents and students meet with their first-year Confirmation teacher to state goals, 

go over requirements, and highlight the partnership in Confirmation between the 

church and parents. We will also introduce Worship Service Discussion Cards and the 

hope that they bring about open conversations among family members about 

worship & spiritual life. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
In Confirmation, students dive deep into the basic truths of God’s Word, 

aiming to confirm (to make firm, establish, strengthen, encourage) the faith 

that God has granted them. During these next two years, the Confirmation 

student will study the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s 

Prayer, and the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. This 

Milestone is a process of learning and growing in God’s Word. Students will 

be stretched and challenged! 

Martin Luther originally wrote his Small Catechism in 1529 when the Reformation was in full swing. As 

he traveled to various churches in Germany, he noted the deplorable condition of many of those 

churches. Many Christians he met could not tell him the basics of the Christian faith. They could not 

name one of the Ten Commandments. They could not say the Lord’s Prayer or what any of the petitions 

in the Prayer mean. Out of the need to teach the basics of the Christian faith, Luther wrote the Small 

Catechism.  

Luther, in the spirit of inspiring faith conversations at home, intended the Catechism to be used by 

parents, namely fathers, to instruct their children in the faith. Over the years, this responsibility has – for 

better or worse – been shifted away from the family and been placed on the church. So, it is with great 

humility, empowered by Christ, that we endeavor to instruct your children in the one true faith. 

Who is involved? 
In this initial Confirmation meeting, Seventh Grade Students and their parents meet with the Associate 

Pastor (or other Junior Confirmation teacher).  

What is required of each one involved?  
During this Milestone event, the Associate Pastor will introduce the importance of Confirmation and will 

highlight the partnership during Confirmation between the parents and the church. Parents commit to 

helping their student with the material, walking through it with them, and making sure their students 

keep up with their various assignments. Students commit themselves to diligently studying their lessons, 

completing their assignments, and learning their memory work each week.  

When does it occur? 
This Milestone occurs on a Wednesday evening in early September, usually around the start of the 

Sunday School program.  
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Eighth Grade – Confirmation 

At the end of the two years of Confirmation instruction, the pastor will have an 

individual conversation with each student regarding their personal faith in Jesus 

Christ. After Catechization, the pastor will meet with both the students and their 

parents to review the step they will be taking on Confirmation Sunday (as they 

confirm their personal faith) and to cover details relating to that special service. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
After two years of Confirmation instruction, the Confirmation student is ready to publicly confirm, 

before the congregation, their personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. After a student is 

confirmed in the faith, they are (in the tradition of the Lutheran church) able to participate in Holy 

Communion.  

It is important to notice that Confirmation is not 

graduation. Just because the student has been 

confirmed, does not mean that they are “done”  

growing in the Lord or are “done” being involved in 

church activities. Confirmation serves as a “You Are 

Here” on the road map of life. You have only just  

begun this journey of faith! 

Who is involved? 
Before the Milestone event of Confirmation Sunday, the second-year Confirmation Student (called a 

confirmand) meets with the Senior Pastor (or second-year Confirmation teacher). The confirmand will 

then have a final review, called Catechization, in the presence of the congregation. After that step, the 

Senior Pastor, confirmand, and their parents will meet to discuss Confirmation Sunday and the 

importance of what is taking place. 

What is required of each one involved?  
The confirmand will meet individually with the Senior Pastor (or second-year Confirmation teacher) to 

discuss their personal faith in Jesus Christ. In Catechization, the confirmand joins with their classmates 

and the first-year Confirmation students in a public, final review before the congregation. Parents and 

confirmand meet with the Senior Pastor, to discuss the details of the Confirmation Service, as well as 

the importance of the step the confirmand is making. During the Confirmation Service, the confirmand 

will publicly confirm, in front of the entire congregation, their personal faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord 

and Savior. 

When does it occur? 
Catechization occurs on one of the final Wednesdays in April during the normal Confirmation class hour. 

Confirmation Sunday is typically the first Sunday in May. The service is held in connection with our 

regular Worship Service.  
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High School – Service 

It is our goal to see Maranatha high school students and their parents have the 

opportunity during the high school years to participate in service to Christ and to their 

community by engaging in a local, short-term Mission Trip! The trips, generally 

during the summer, will vary by location and price. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
In a similar way to the Milestone event presented to Fifth and Sixth grade students, during the high 

school years we aim to get parents and students serving the Lord side-by-side. Jesus instructed His 

disciples to “be His witnesses… to the end of the earth” in the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). This 

Milestone event will help us to see outside of the four walls of our church and outside of our local 

community as we serve others in a state-side, short-term mission trip. 

Who is involved? 
We invite both students and parents to attend this intergenerational trip!  

What is required of each one involved?  
The Associate Pastor will organize the trip (or will facilitate the joining of trips already planned, through 

organizations such as AFLC Journey Missions or YouthWorks) and encourage participation from students 

and parents. If such intergenerational trips do not exist or are not feasible for our time-frame, we will 

explore the possibility of taking only students. As of now, all funds would be raised by the individuals 

involved. 

When does it occur? 
Because of the costs involved, this Milestone event will be offered only once every two or three years. 

The trips will generally be offered during the summer months and will vary by location and price.  
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High School – Colleges & Careers  

The last few years of high school can be very stressful! Should a student jump right 

into the work force or attend college or university? If so, which one should they pick? 

What degree do they get? How can they keep their faith alive during college? 

Together, parents and students will discuss how to get direction from God’s Word 

and we’ll hear from some current college students on their various experiences. 

Why is this Milestone important?  
College is one of the most formative times for students - 

both in terms of their career paths and their faith walk. It’s 

not an easy decision to make, and one that should not be 

taken lightly! During high school, we wrestle with questions 

like: “What should I do when I graduate? Should I go to 

school? Which one do I pick? What’s God’s will for my life?” 

The reality is that God uses us as He has gifted us. He 

desires that students use their gifts, talents, and abilities to 

love and to serve both Himself and our neighbor. The Lord can use us whether we become a plumber or 

pastor, a teacher or technician. You are the hands and feet of Jesus to your neighbor! 

Regarding a student’s faith walk, it has been estimated5 that roughly 66% of students who are active in 

their local congregation during high school do not attend a church during their college years and many 

simply walk away from the Christian faith during that time. This workshop will present tips and 

strategies for students to remain grounded in God’s Word during college.  

Who is involved? 
The Associate Pastor will lead this workshop, which is open to High School Juniors and Seniors, as well 

as their parents. Current college students, especially those who are in their first and second years of 

college, will be invited to share their various experiences of college with us. A representative from the 

Free Lutheran Bible College (FLBC) will be present to answer questions about the Bible College and to 

present the mission and ministry of the AFLC Schools. 

What is required of each one involved?  
The Associate Pastor will organize the workshop, line-up the FLBC Rep (and reps from organizations 

such as Cru or InterVarsity), and invite current college students to participate. The current college 

students should be willing to openly and honestly share their experiences during college, especially 

those related to their spiritual life. Students and their parents alike are welcome to attend and present 

any questions they might have. 

When does it occur? 
This Milestone event will occur on a Saturday morning in December (coffee and donuts will be 

provided!). It will take place after college finals week.   

 
5 https://lifewayresearch.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/ 

https://lifewayresearch.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/
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Senior Recognition Sunday 

Congrats, grad! Graduating from high school is a huge accomplishment. At 

Maranatha, we want to take time to recognize this significant milestone and pray for 

each graduate during a Worship Service. The quilting ladies of the church have a quilt 

for the graduates to take to college – or wherever the Lord leads them next! 

Why is this Milestone important?  
Graduating from High School is a huge accomplishment. Congratulations on finishing thirteen years of 

education! But graduation from high school isn’t the end. It is just the next step on this journey that is 

called “Life.”  

Yet, on Senior Recognition Sunday, we pause and recognize your accomplishment. You’ll also be 

presented with a very special gift for you to take wherever the Lord leads you. 

Who is involved? 
The quilting ladies of Maranatha have a quilt to 

present to each of the graduates. The Associate 

Pastor will lead a brief service of recognition.  

What is required of each one involved?  
The quilting ladies dedicate numerous hours in 

crafting a quilt specifically made for each 

graduating senior. In a brief session during the 

Worship Service, led by the Associate Pastor, the 

seniors will share with the congregation how the 

Lord has been leading them during high school 

and what their plans are for the fall. 

When does it occur? 
Senior Recognition Sunday at Maranatha occurs on the third Sunday in May. During our Worship 

Service, we pause to recognize our high school seniors and to hear their plans for the upcoming year.  
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Calendar of Events 

Some Milestone events, such as Baptism and a Family Home Visit, will take place throughout the year 

and cannot necessarily be scheduled on a calendar like the one below. Therefore, they have not been 

included; but know that they are being observed. 

 

September October 

 Cradle Roll Graduation 

 Seventh Grade – Confirmation 

 First Grade – Worship  
 

 Second Grade - Scripture 

 

November December 

 Third Grade - Prayer 

 
 

 High School – Colleges & Careers 

January February 

 Fifth & Sixth Grade – Service  

(time frame varies) 

 
 

 Fourth Grade – What I Believe 

February/March April 

 Kindergarten – The Gospel 

 
 

 Eighth Grade – Confirmation 

May June, July, August 

 Eighth Grade – Confirmation 

 Senior Recognition Sunday 

 
 

 High School – Service  

(time frame varies) 

 


