Maranatha News

April 2021

From Pastor Ryan…
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
Therefore, be imitators of God… and walk in love. (Ephesians 4:32-5:2)
Cancelled. Anyone and anything can get “cancelled” these days.
It doesn’t matter who (or as in the case of Gone with the Wind, what) you are: a celeb, actor, musician, author, war hero influencer, theologian,
politician. Getting cancelled usually play out the same way: Something is said or done – either in the far past or in recent history – that is
offensive to others. The offended party instantly takes to social media where they proudly display their disgust and angst over what had been
done or said.
The cancel culture crowd will come for anyone. J K Rowling, a noted feminist and creator of Harry Potter, was cancelled by activists who did not
appreciate her “limited” views on LGBTQ+ issues. Christian actor Chris Pratt was cancelled when his church, Hillsong, came under fire for some
of their perceived anti-LGBTQ+ views. (In 2015, Hillsong’s pastor called homosexuality a sin. (Shocking revelation, I know.)) Daytime talk show
host Ellen DeGeneres was cancelled because of some of the social media posts she made about her multi-million-dollar home being a “prison”
during COVID.
In the Christian sphere, famed author, evangelist, and apologist, Ravi Zacharias, was cancelled posthumously in February because of
allegations (which appear to be true) of sexual misconduct and abuse. His name has been removed from the organization he founded. His
sermons, speeches, and books are now taboo. His legacy is stained. Erased. Cancelled.
Yes: As the body of Christ, we are to hold one another accountable for their words and actions. And yes: There are real hurts and real offenses
that need to be rightly dealt with.
But yet, at the same time, you are called by Christ Jesus to extend love and forgiveness, mercy and grace towards those who sin against you.
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” When you are wronged, personally and
individually wronged, the prescription is not to cancel the one who wronged you, but to forgive them. Forgiveness doesn’t ignore the hurt or
sweep it under the rug. Forgiveness acknowledges the transgression but lets it go. Forgiveness says, “Yes, you wronged me. But I am choosing
not to let that wrong fester.”
We can forgive other, truly forgive others, because we realize how much we have been forgiven by God. All of our sins are committed against
God, they offend God. And He is able to forgive us because His Son took the punishment we deserved, dying in our place and on our behalf.
Empowered by His Spirit and moved by His forgiveness, we can also forgive one another when they sin against us.
Regarding Ravi Zacharias, I think there is wisdom in not “throwing the baby out with the bathwater.” Yes, Ravi sinned. Grievously. And yes,
there should be consequences. But to throw overboard the entire corpus of his contribution to Christian apologetics is, I believe, an
overreaction. Read the man’s work. Let your heart and faith be encouraged and strengthened. But know that he is – as is every human being –
a sinner. A sinner who had been saved by God’s grace.
And be reminded that on the Last Day, in front of the Great White Throne of God, we all will face judgement. The scene described in Revelation
20 is of a courtroom. That courtroom is full of books – books that describe every thought, word, and deed for every person who ever lived.
Those books will be opened, one by one, and the story of your life will be read aloud. No detail will be omitted. Every sin you’ve ever committed
will be brought to the forefront. And you will be found guilty. But then another book will be opened: the Lamb’s Book of Life. The Lamb has
written – with His blood – the names of those who belong to Him. If your name isn’t found there, you will face judgment – punishable by an
eternity in hell. However, if your name is found in the Lamb’s Book of Life, His blood has covered you, your sin has been paid for, you have
been redeemed from death. Praise the Lord for His grace and forgiveness!
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WMF NOTES
(Women’s Missionary Federation)
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April~ Happy Birthday!

April~ Happy Anniversary!
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DINNER & MovIE NIght
Maranatha-Glyndon
Sunday, April 25
5:00—5:45 pm Taco Dinner
will be served by Youth
with a free-will offering
6:00pm Movie “The Ultimate Gift”
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Jason Stevens is a spoiled and wealthy trustfund playboy who learns his recently deceased grandfather has left him with 12 tasks
called 'gifts'…and no cash. The tasks seem simple enough, but as Jason tackles each one, his
perspective on life is transformed in ways he
never would have imagined.

SAVE THE DATE
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APRIL @ GLYNDON 2021
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APRIL @ ULEN 2021
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… “where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.” II Corinthians 3:17
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